Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf

Code of Professional Conduct

· Interpreters adhere to standards of confidential communication.

· Interpreters possess the professional skills and knowledge required for the specific interpreting situation.

· Interpreters conduct themselves in a manner appropriate to the specific interpreting situation.

· Interpreters demonstrate respect for consumers.
· Interpreters demonstrate respect for colleagues, interns, and students of the profession.
· Interpreters maintain ethical business practices.
· Interpreters engage in professional development.
For the full body of the Code of Professional Conduct, including Guiding Principles and Illustrative Behaviors, see RID’s web document, http://www.rid.org/codeofethics.pdf.




Quick Tips for the Classroom

Communication Techniques

· Repeat or rephrase questions from the class before responding.

· Face the class and speak naturally at a moderate pace.

· Do not speak while writing on the blackboard.

· Lecture from the front of the room – not pacing around.

· Point out who is speaking in group discussions.

· Do not stand or sit in front of a window where shadows will impede speechreading.

· Beards and mustaches make speechreading harder.  Keep them trimmed.

· Discuss concerns about the student’s abilities privately, not in front of the class.

Providing Classroom Services

· Provide handouts such as syllabus, lesson plans, and assignments to student and interpreter.

· Write announcements and assignments on the blackboard.

· Write proper names, technical vocabulary, formulas, equations, and foreign terms on the blackboard.

· Always use captioned films and videos.

· Assign or help find seating near the front for the student.

· Arrange for special testing accommodations.

· Be aware of and know how to use assistive listening devices.

· Be familiar with interpreters and how to work with them in class.
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